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Ebi torial. --- 
NURSING ECONOMICS. 

Re oww ins life who owns the means wI1ereby 
I live.” 

The reception of a Deputation froiii the 
Society for the State Registration of Trained 
Nurses by the Priine Minister last, week is a 
matter of immense iinportance to the Nursing 
Profession, because Ly this means the iiurses’ 
case was bi-ought directly to his notice. 

llh. Asquitli informed the Deputation that 
lie had not “ iiiiich previous, or at aiiy rate 
first liaiicl faiiiiliarity ” with the subject, aiid 
it is not surprising ,that the Prime lllinister of 
tliis Empii-e, considering his innumernble 
dutics, had to make the toiiiession that he is 
iiot acquainted with the somewhat iiitricate 
qu~s t ion  of Nursing Reform. Nursing, in tlie 
opinion of iiiitiiy legislators, is merely a 
~vomt1n~s question ; this is a11 eri~oiieous 
ideti, niid w e  mould plead with those who 
arv responsible for the health of the iiatioii to 
realise that  iiursing is a great factor in the 
physical and inortxl efEcacy of tlie people. 

A4s Lord Amptliill stated, a Nurses’ Itegistra- 
tioii Act must undoubtedly be classified as a 
social rcforiii iiic~sure, and Iliss I sh  Sten-art 
further eiiiphasised its importance from the 
point of viex of the State by showing that 
nurses are not only entrusted with the care of 
the  sicli in private houses, and in public 110s- 
pitals, but that their worlr is  iliclispellsable to  
the complete organisation o€ many Govern- 
me11t Departuients, which are therefore 
directly concerned in the question of nursing 
)e ficieiicy. 

The ulaiiii for the rrgistrtttioll of trainetl 
iiiii*ses is primarily tin e t lucat iod one, nlld it 
is jnst here, a t  tlie very beginiiilig, that we 
coiiic to the reason f o r  t h e  protracted and in- 
tolerant opposition to  the movement by cwtain 
London hohpital managers, a point on n.hic,i 
me should have laid great stress had it been 
our  duty to address tlie Prime Xnister  last 
week. 

The rapid et-olutioa of scientific inedicine 
and surgery demaiids an ever-rising standard 
of nursing education. In all the skilled pro- 

fessions in which men are occupied, their 
course of education is prescribed, and they are 
taught, by experts. But, when we consider 
iiursing education, we find that the absolute 
govermient of the General Hospitals to which 
Training Schools for Nurses are attached, is 
vested in financiers and philanthropists, UOP 
c m  we point to one Esecutive Body of a Train- 
ing School for Nurses 011 which an expert 
trained nurse has t~ voice, or on which educa- 
tioiialists take part, to any extent, in defining 
tlie curriculum. 

This l d i  of espcrt knowledge upon the part 
of the managers of the Nurse Training Scliools 
has been most prejudicial to nursing eclucatlon. 
A. further result is a iiatural tendency on the 
part of those responsible for the financial 
inanageineiit oi a charitable institutioii t o  pay 
as little to, and to secure as much from, the 
clefeiiceless woinaii worlrer as possible. It 
inay not be geiierally hio\rii bliat there is no 
law securing just educational or economic con- 
ditions for Trained Nurses on our Statute Book. 
Practically the nurse is the domestic servant 
of the Hospital Committee, but before she is 
admitted for traiiiing she usually signs a docu- 
ment which cleprives her of all protection 
under the laws which defiiie tlie relative posi- 
tions of inaster aiid servant. 

These contracts place the committres of 
charitable institutions in the position of abso- 
lutely iribespoiisible einployers of labour. We 
claim that in no cirilised State should 
thousands of worlriug women, depending on 
their labour for their bread, be ignored by the 
Government of that State, and means of sclf- 
protection denied to them. 

!She Premier promised the Deputation, n.110 
ttppealecl to hiiii for justice to the trained 
nurses of this country, that  he and his col- . 
leagues would carefully and sympathetic*ally 
consider the cogent arguments advanced by 
tliein. T17e ask him, H,S the Prime 3linistc.r of 
fi  Liberal ildministration, to  make searching 
enquiry into the economic conditions of the 
trained nurses in this colintry, whose labour, 
clevotion, and professional lrnowledgc are a 
lltitional asset of thca highest significance in the 
struggle for nat ional  c4icicwcg. 



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME042-1909/page404-volume42-15thmay1909.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME042-1909/page406-volume42-22ndmay1909.pdf

